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ABSTRACT: The fate of many of the world’s remaining tropical forests will depend upon the 
ability and willingness of governments, businesses, NGOs, and individuals -- both within and 
beyond the geographic borders of tropical forest regions -- to restrain and redirect market 
forces that make forest degradation, deforestation, and high levels of CO2 emission, de facto 
financial “best practices.” Recent scholarship has focused on the role of national govern-
ments within tropical regions in promoting deforestation both actively, through perverse sub-
sidies, and passively, through poor governance. Less attention has focused on the impact of 
the policies of temperate zone governments on tropical forests, although it is increasingly rec-
ognized that temperate zone market demands (e.g. for cattle, soy, and timber) can profoundly 
influence land use in tropical forest regions. In addition, energy consumption patterns outside 
of tropical regions are responsible for the lion’s share of global anthropogenic CO2 emissions, 
causing changes in climate, which, if left unchecked, may result in the savannization of large 
areas of tropical forest during this century. Viewed objectively, the overall prospects for tropi-
cal forests (and most other globally threatened ecosystems) in the 21st century are rather 
bleak, but there are a few hopeful signs. Ecological and social concerns about tropical forests 
have emerged within the context of an increasingly active civil society in many tropical coun-
tries. Within those countries, forests are now often seen as a resource – for both products 
and services - rather than as merely an impediment for economic development through agri-
cultural expansion. Progress in the legal establishment of protected areas on both public and 
private lands has been impressive (although it has far outstripped progress in their effective 
implementation and management). Most promising is a trend toward decreased tolerance of 
the widespread cheating and corruption that has traditionally characterized the forest sector 
in tropical countries. Balancing conservation and economic development in tropical forest 
regions in the next 10-20 years will require productive engagement and dialogue among con-
servationists, indigenous people, large and small landowners, progressive corporations, and 
governments in tropical countries, coupled with new alliances between those stakeholders 
and enlightened policymakers, businesses, and consumers in the rest of the world. 
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